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Spokespersons for the Workers United Federation (CUT) told Prensa Latina that on Aug. 2 two
unidentified men attacked participants in a union meeting in Turbo, located in the Uraba bananagrowing region. Four union members were injured. The attack occurred after the termination
of negotiations between union leaders and representatives of the Banana Trading Company
(BANACOL). BANACOL had refused to meet workers' demands for the previous three months.
BANACOL representatives were not injured in the attack. On the evening of Aug. 3, Luis Augusto
Bonilla, member of the Patriotic Union (UP) and leader of the Meta Workers Federation, was
gunned down on a street in Cumural municipality, Meta department. Police said "rightwing
elements" were believed responsible for the murder. Bonilla was attacked by two men riding in a
Toyota jeep. Local residents were cited by Prensa Latina as saying that a paramilitary group operates
with impunity in Meta. During the past two years, paramilitary groups have been responsible for
the deaths of over 1,000 UP members throughout Colombia. On Aug. 4, El Siglo (Bogota) reported
that Carlos Julio Espejo, member of the Conservative Party and the La Belleza municipal council,
Santander department, was assassinated by heavily armed "unidentified men." On Aug. 22, officials
in Cundinamarca department told reporters that nine peasants were murdered in the rural area
of Yacopi municipality, situated 100 km. to the north of Bogota. The officials said that the persons
responsible for the crimes and their motives were unknown. (Basic data from Prensa Latina,
08/05/88; AP, 08/22/88)
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